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Immigrants are saidto

be stealing jobs but |
then are called lazy..
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ANTI-RACISM

TO HIGHLIGHT REALITY OF I
IMMIGRATION AND MINORITIES

By JOSEPH CONNOLLY

“WHAT is an immigrant? What are
we? I've lived here for 52 years. Am I
an immigrant or am I British?”
Joginder Bains was born in India
and moved to Britain in December

1970. More than half a century on,
she says that there’s still a huge

amount of work 10 do to banish rac
sm in England. And she's taking
iction in Derby with colleagues at
the city branch of the Indian Work
ers Association alongside Black
Community Matters to highlight
how prejudice can poison our lives.
“Racism has never gone away. But
it comes in waves. Sometimes it'll
slow down and then it'll peak again.
And in the pandemic, racism that
had been suppressed was exposed.
Some people are under the illusion
that racism has gone away but it
hasn’t and never did,” she said.

She quotes the staggering per-

centage of black and ethnic minority
(BME) deaths from Covid-19. She
also reference surveys which
showed that BME frontline workers
felt they had less access to PPE dur-
ing the pandemic.

Regularly, she also mentions the
phrase “increasingly hostile envi-

ronment.”
IHer view — and that of others — is

that racism is on a rise that dates

& ack way before the pandemic; it
—vas just exacerbated by it.

She talks about Brexit and how

mm1migrants were typecast as the
—~use of Britain’s problems in an
—empt to sway voters. Specifically,
— refers to the Home Office’s 2013
— home” vans campaign and

— P’s infamous “breaking point”
——er purporting to show queues-of
—ants waiting to get into the
==try. It was actually a photo
== in Slovenia.

mnse to the Ukraine war which
— to be the straw that broke the
s back.

== [Jkraine war exposed racism
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it was the government’s
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to the extreme,” says Joginder.

“The government welcomed refu-
gees with open doors. That was
heart-warming. Refugees that were
suffering were welcomed and given
a human treatment. That's how
every refugee should be treated.
Because they've suffered enough in
their own country. They've lost their
home, lost their livelihood and lost
their loved ones, and they're fearing
for their own lives. That's why they
flee.

“What about other refugees?
They're not welcome. Other refu-
gees are in exactly the same situa-
tion. But they're seen as burdens
swamping the country and para-
sites. They're dehumanised. That
really did cause a lot of pain. It
wasn't to me directly but I feel it

Multiculturalism under the Micro-
scope is a bi-monthly workshop
arranged by Joginder and her col-
leagues at the Derby branch of the
Indian Workers Association (TWA),
and Sonya Robotham, of Black
Community Matters (BCM).

In the two-hour meetings, attend-
ees are invited to discuss and debate
topics introduced by the hosts sur-
rounding issues concerning views
on immigration. Everyone’s invited.

“Anyone can come,” says Joginder.
“That’s what we're here for. Let's
look at every human being as a
human being and look at the bigger

picture.” -
Previous meetings were held at
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Joginder Bains was

once the national
general secretary of
the Indian Workers
Assoclation

the Multi-Faith centre on Kedleston
Road, but the hosts are searching for
a venue closer to the city centre to
make the meetings more accessible.
The next edition is likely to be in
April, following the premiere in
October and a successful follow-up :
in January. ) jess

While the atmosphere of the  Aswella

meetings is friendly and welcoming, Joginder spe.
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education system in this country
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every year for the economy. But

these are the things gpgople |

- B
o £
o =

the topics up for discussion are more
serious. The idea for a workshop to
“raise awareness” and to get people
to “ask questions” of what they see
and hear came not out of desire, but
necessity.

Joginder believes the stance of the
media and politicians has-contrib-
uted to the hostile environment. She
wants to use the meetings to open
people’s eyes to “the reality”

She said: “People view immigrants
as being given priority over nation-
als. But that's not the case. They have
to live on £37.50 per week. Some live
in appalling situations when they’re
housed, shoved into one room.

“Simultaneously, immigrants are
said to be stealing jobs but are then
are called lazy. They can’t be both.

“Immigrants are not the problem.
They are the solution sometimes.
There are currently 48,000 nursing
posts vacant. Immigrants could fill
those. In some u
jmmigrants create new jobs,
ideas and new culture.

“Foreign students pay three times )
essl national students
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overt racism which has undoubtedly
contributed to hers and others’ feel-
ing that a workshop such as theirs is
needed. It's something she’s dealt
with herself as recently as a few years
ago, when a friend argued to her that
immigrants werejundercutting the

It was also a friend that com-
mented that they'd only get a job if
they painted their face and wore a
skirt way back in the late 1980s. And
it was a manager who scolded herin
the early 2000s for speaking Punjabi _
to a friend while answering the
phone. v

She’s seen fingers pointed, people
spat on and abuse in the streets out-
side her house in Normanton. But
she thinks there's hope.

“Some people that have come to
the workshops will come with one
view and leave with another” she
S: “They're not overtly i
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