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BRIEF HISTORY OF L. WA GB — -

Indian Workers’ Association was established in 1938, Its first aim was to liberate India
from British Imperialism. After Independence in 1947, . W.A became defunct.

Revival of I. W. A ; :
Due to Second World War, the economy of Britain was almost shattered. To revive this,

labour force was needed. To overcome the shortage of labour the British government encouraged
people from India, Pakistan, West Indies, and African countries. At that time, there' was no need
for passports. An I. D was sufficient to prove the citizenship of commonwealth countries.

Most of tﬁ%‘ﬁaians who came at that time were from farming community, especially from
Punjab. Most of them were not educated; some members of the Comumst Party o_f India also
came during the period. Soon the problem cropped up in the immigrant community, such as
passports, famalies, housing, colour bar, discrimination in jobs apd loans etc. To solve these
problems, some progressive people decided to set up an organisation. Therefore, the LW.A was
revived. Communist party members and other progressive people played a major role to revive the/,
IL.W.A It was re-organised at the national level in1957-1958. The leadership of the I:W. A started
to take up and solve the problems such as passports, colour bar, wages and housm.g etc.of the
Indian community. The organisation became very strong and popular in a very shprt period. ‘

To re-organise L W.A the major role was played by comrades. At that time comrades were

working under the guidance of International department of C. P. G. B. Thﬁ? branches of the LIW.A |
were stronger where Indian comrades were active. The first central committee of thg IW. A was/ e\ por
broad based, but subsequent committees were mainly dominated by the communists. In 1962 (

Southall branch of the I. W. A disaffiliated itself from the centre under the leadership of Pandit-
Vishnu Dutt. In 1967 Naxalite group walked out from the conference and set up a parallel
LW A inspite of our best efforts to keep the . W.A united. Inspite of this L W.A was very strong
and popular.

Our leadership always took up the issues concerning Indian community such as
immigration, fiancee issue, colour bar, trade union etc and aachievved great success. Not only in
UK but LW.A played major role on issues such as release the political prisoners in India(1964)
save the Democracy in West Bengal(1970).To oppose emergency (1975)when Mrs.Indira Gandhi
came to U K after emergency, members of L. W.A did not allow her to address the public meeting.

LW.A played a major role during the terrorist period in Punjab. During this period. /...

comrades and I.W.A leadership was under constant threat to their lives from the followers of
terrorists in UK. Reason being that . W.A was the only organisation to take up a stand against this

movement.

During this period, both the LW.A.S came close to each other. A co-ordination committee Cole

was set up and discussions were held to unify these organisations. After many meetings and
discussions, it was agreed upon. In the presence of comrade, Surjeet unification was declared in a

public meeting held in Birmingham. New eomstitetien was set up to sort out remaining differences. ©

The differences were resolved. Co- 0N Ao
First centre committee of the unified L W.A was elected unanimously for three years and

worked smoothly. The committee provided guidance to the branches. After three years the
election of the centre committee of . W.A was held in 1993 in the presence of comrade Surjeet |
and comrade Pasla. This new committee could not function properly, though the branches ~ *
Functioned properly with their own initiative.
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Reasons of Stagnation (<t

Our leadership took wrong decisions.
a) To organise a protest march in front of India High Commission on Republic Day. This
means that our leadership does not know the inportance of Republic Day.
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b) To support Socialist Labour Party in general elections in UK. LW.A is aelglr;?daggszi al 15:\,}
organisation. Every Indian who agrees with its constitution can be a m é‘(\Q(
elected. Therefore, we cannot tail it to any one party. - i e R o
¢) By hailing nuclear tests, our leadership showed a complete political imma g B R %,, U
All above decisions were taken unanimously by the Cg:ntral Commé ; Tﬁe pbﬁcy ¥
president of LW_A is also secretary of the Association of the Indian Commumst1 ;;,sed e
CPI (M) on nuclear weapons is crystal clear. The statement had been already rele
CPIM leadership in India). _
(by Pl\i;::; sopr.W.A(Azrtar Sadiq) knew this decision .before the LWA meetléli.n;f;;n };fle;;
release was in his pocket during this meeting. In spite of this, resolution was ;Lasseof e
to hail the nuclear test. It would have been better if he hgd consulted the ms:tn ernsleeting oy
of Indian Communists (A.1.C) before going to the meeting. (Ceqtr:_a corgx;umgiean Commu];ﬁsts,
Hailing of nuclear test was criticised by every member of the Assoc(:lla ion. e
e issuin1:g> : Statzri?i:rclit I::dﬂtlxz g:)‘:ls:u;c?cll ’f;:mk;;%iership of the Association
g:‘xltngx?n g;:us;ﬂak: c(())giddlza;’ie eé:ﬂ?', Hails! Next day condemns! Condemns! By doing so he
made’-:a 2§£gA(§§:élem test) was the last meeting of LW.A centre committee. Aﬁefi this no
fled, though the other group ( Teja, Avtar Jouhal group) approac.hed our le?. vars.f n
n suggested to sort out the differences, if there were any, by calling a meeting o (el
. They even suggested that we all should continue to work on the agree
our leadership did not pay any attention to their proposal. Instead of having
seems that our leaders have made up their minds to set up a separate

5 or so, the issue of unity has been always discussed in the presenc
e visited UK. Comrade Surjeet was always in favour of unity. His

is trying since 1996 to persuade the comrades in the branches
has been taken up by the centre at the national level since then. N
been taking up issues on their own initiative. On the other
es concerning Indian community, the organisation would have

' no problem in other branches except three namely
- There were equal members in the executive (of both
of the other group became inactive and handed over the
differences cropped up on the decisions taken by the |
able to resolve them on the understanding of party —
ed up, instead of resolving them, our comrades | - _
ship did not try to intervene. [ {otn)
we shall have to analyse the political situation

by RSS and VHP and is promoting its
nment. They have managed to penetrate in
press, and broadcasting media, cultural
constitutional posts.




against the previous understanding of left secular and democratic forces. From this we
should be able to conclude how serious the political situation in India is. e
¢) Need of the hour is to analyse the political forces among the Indians in U.K.Following
are the forces working actively among the Indians:-
I. Indian Workers’” Association.

|
|
% b) The understanding of CPI (M) is any anti BJP is welcomed to the people’s front, as
|

I CPI (M) Naxalite D 1}) ol

e .W.A splits up, the forces will become weak. So we should
oach the other anti BJP groups to strengthen the moment.

the stage of L W.A has always been controllec'i by CPI (M)
ised. Comrade Surjeet announced the merger in 1998. All the
n organised by . W.A and addressed by CIfI (M) leaders-
m Serwan Cheema, Com.Pandy, Mrs Lakshmi Sehgal, Com.

m.Surjeet spoke for 45 minutes, com. L Sehgal also
tion on way back from @éf\were also present. This
outside India (Media reported in USA and Canada

f Jallianwala Bagh Massacre.

rade Surjeet was. invited as chief guest, but he
ents. He sent semgI ;lMohamad Saleem and com.

1 M.P were also invited for this function and
all due to the unity of LW A.

nd anti unity, elements will have all gains. It
Ot exist at present).

ow that TW A is the only force, which
overnment.
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